February 11, 2016

1.5 million names and stretch 2% miles,
25 times the length of the Vietnam Me-
morial.

I have had enough of Congress’ fail-
ure to lead. So each month that we are
in session, I am going to speak the
name of every person killed in a mass
shooting in this country. I will also
create my own memorial wall in the
hallway outside my office.

Here are the stories of some of the
victims of the 18 mass shootings in
January of this year. There have been
s0 many people last month affected by
mass shootings that I don’t have the
time to list those who were injured,
just those who were murdered.

David Washington, age 24, Eneida
Branch, age 31, and Angelica Guada-
lupe Castro, age 23, who were shot and
killed in a house on January 6 in Lake-
land, Florida.

Antoine Bell, age 17, was shot and
killed while helping a woman with car
trouble on January 7 in Memphis, Ten-
nessee.

Raymon Blount, age 29, was shot and
killed while standing on the street on
January 8 in Chicago, Illinois.

Ira Brown, age 20, was shot and killed
on January 11 during a home robbery
in Wilmington, Delaware.

Joshua Steven Morrison, age 18, was
killed near a house party January 17 in
Gloucester County, Virginia.

Randy Peterson, age 64, was a bank
president shot and killed during a rob-
bery on January 21 in Eufaula, OKkla-
homa.

Kevin McGrath, Sr., age 47, and
Shanna McGrath, age 42, were killed at
their family home on January 23 in
Crestview, Florida. Elbert L. Merrick,
age 22, was killed outside the home on
the road.

Jason and Jacob McLemore, a father
and son, age 44 and 17, were Kkilled at
the gun store they owned in a dispute
over a $25 service fee. This was on Jan-
uary 23 in Pearl River County, Mis-
sissippi.

Cyjia Nicole Bell, age 16, Shujaa
Jasiri Silver, age 19, were killed out-
side a liquor store on January 23 in Los
Angeles, California.

An unidentified man was killed at a
Mexican restaurant on January 25 in
Perris, California.

James Quoc Tran, age 33, and Jean-
nine L. Zapata, age 45, were killed at a
homeless encampment on January 26 in
Seattle, Washington.

The Dooley family, including mother
Lori, father Todd, son Landon, daugh-
ter Brooke, and grandmother Doris,
were Kkilled at their family home on
January 27 in Chesapeake, Virginia.
The shooter, their son, Cameron
Dooley, committed suicide after mur-
dering the family.

Andre Gray, age 42, and Tina Gray,
age 42, were Kkilled at their family
home on January 29 in Caroline Coun-
ty, Virginia.

Sean Marquez, age 19, Jose Aguirre-
Martinez, age 19, and Yovani Flores,
age 16, were Kkilled at a house party on
January 30 in Glendale, Arizona. Sean
Marquez died in his sister’s arms.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Victor Mendoza, age 46, was shot and
killed at a motorcycle show in Denver,
Colorado, on January 30.

May the dead rest in peace and the
wounded recover completely. It is
time. It is time for Congress to end this
bloodshed.

————
APRIL BROOKS’ STORY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. JENKINS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, the war on coal touches near-
ly every family in southern West Vir-
ginia. President Obama and his EPA
regulations don’t just close mines.
They put families out of work.

Coal miners call it job scare. Every
time miners go underground, they
don’t know, when they come up, if they
will receive a WARN notice telling
them that they are going to be laid off.
Families worry about making ends
meet or moving to find work someplace
else.

Businesses that depend on coal are
suffering, too. CSX recently announced
it is closing its Huntington division
and moving its jobs to another State,
in part because of the decline in coal
shipments. Norfolk Southern in Blue-
field is also moving jobs out of Blue-
field, West Virginia.

Shops and restaurants are closing
their doors, as families leave town and
have less disposable income. Walmart
in McDowell County has recently shut
its doors, and the residents in the area
have to drive to another State just to
get groceries. The uncertainty can be
paralyzing.

This is reality for so many of my
constituents 1like April Brooks of
Princeton in Mercer County. April
writes me:

“My husband has worked in the min-
ing industry for the last eleven years,
and my dad was a coal miner for over
thirty years.

“Like every family that depends on
coal for a living, we live day to day
worrying about what will happen to-
morrow. You can’t plan for the future
because of the uncertainty.

“I went back to work several years
ago so that we would have supple-
mental income in case of layoffs. We
love our State, but how does one stay
here and survive if the jobs aren’t
there?”’

Mr. Speaker, President Obama’s job-
killing overregulations are having real
consequences for real West Virginians.
We need to pass policies that create
jobs and ensure a future for all West
Virginians, all West Virginia families,
so they can stay and work and live in
our great State.

——
CLEAN POWER PLAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from

California (Mr. LOWENTHAL) for 5 min-
utes.
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Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to speak in support of EPA’s
Clean Power Plan.

I am concerned that the Supreme
Court ruling on the Clean Power Plan
will significantly and unnecessarily
delay the full implementation of this
important action.

The longer we wait, the more expen-
sive it will be to reduce greenhouse gas
pollution and the less chance that we
have to keep this world’s warming
below a safe threshold.

This week’s Supreme Court decision
only highlights Congress’ inaction on
the issue of climate change as well as
the immediate and pressing need for
action.

A damaged climate has a negative
impact upon our Nation and on my
southern California community.
Changing weather patterns, more fre-
quent droughts, worsening air quality,
and sea level rise all cost us money and
threaten the well-being of our families
and our neighbors.

We all want the world to be safe, to
be a healthy place to raise our families
and to grow our economy. Now Amer-
ica has the opportunity to lead the
world in making our environment safe
and healthy, both now and into the fu-
ture.

We can do this by increasing our use
of local, renewable energy sources, in-
vesting in research and development to
bring about the next generation of
clean and efficient energy systems, and
assisting communities both here and
abroad in adapting to the inevitable
changes that are caused by the dam-
ages that have already been done to
the climate.

Reducing emissions from our power
sector is a foundational action in this
endeavor. This is an achievable endeav-
or.

America’s innovation has given us
spaceflight, the Internet, cures to dis-
ease once thought to be incurable. Our
innovation and our leadership is paving
the way for a cleaner, safer world, and
many States have already determined
how they can meet their goals and re-
duce carbon pollution.

Cities and electric utilities in my dis-
trict have taken the extraordinary
steps in increasing efficiency and sus-
tainable practices to reduce their car-
bon footprint.

My State of California is on track to
exceed its carbon pollution reduction
goals under the Clean Power Plan.
California implemented the first state-
wide carbon trading system and has set
ambitious targets for increasing renew-
able energy, increased efficiency, and
decreased petroleum usage.

America’s leadership like this will
save us money and create jobs, but if
we delay, the costs will be higher to us
and especially to our children and
grandchildren.

We are not doing this alone. Because
greenhouse gases such as carbon diox-
ide spread around the world, no coun-
try is immune to the damaged climate.
No country can fix this problem alone.
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